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ñWelcome!ò 
 As we begin a new program year, 
starting with our annual Church Fest on 
September 9th, it's only appropriate that we 
acknowledge the changes that have come and 
are coming to our church, especially with the 
staff.  I know that every week we print the 
names of the staff on the back of the bulletin, 
but do you really know who these people are 
and what they do?  This year we welcome 
two new gifted people to our already wonder-
ful staff: 

 

Branden Burris, Choir Director. Branden is 
new to our church, but knows this area.  
Branden is a  graduate of Western Michigan 
University and teaches band and choir at 
Gull Lake High School. 

 

Brandy Dlugoss, Financial Secretary.  
Brandy takes over this fall from Faith 
Fiordalis in handling the receipts side the 
financial duties.  She will also be helping 
with your pledges.  You may know Brandy 
already if you were here for Youth Sunday 
and had the chance to hear her son, Chase, 
preach the sermon.  She also has sons Val, 
Blake and Seth.  And a husband, Darius.  
Brandy is also a graduate and current grad 
student at WMU. 

 

Gretchen Ferris, Treasurer. Gretchen has 
been with us for several years, she writes the 
checks and keeps the bank records.  She lives 
at Lake Doster with her husband Jason and 
sons, Owen and Nathan. 

 

Meredith Alspach, Director of Faith For-
mation. Meredith has been officially staff for 
three years and has had at least that many 
job descriptions.  Faith formation means that 
she oversees the ministries that form our 
walk of faith as we grow in Christ: Sunday  

 
School, Youth Ministry, Children's Worship,  
and she acts as a resource to the Christian 
Education and Membership and Fellowship 
Committees. 

 

Heather Putt, Nursery Supervisor.  Heather 
has worked for us for quite a while and she 
also grew up in this church.  We've had her 
around so long it might be possible to take 
her for granted, but we don't!  She is invalua-
ble because a well-run nursery is one of the 
things that visitors look for first. 

 

Connie Slater, Sexton. Connie has faithfully 
served us for many years, cleaning and keep-
ing things in order. You may not see her very 
much around the church but when you do, 
she brings a joy to her work and to the 
church that is a gift to all. 

 

Julie Pixley, Administrative Secretary. Julie 
has been with us now for 20 years!  You see 
her when you come in, you hear her voice on 
the phone, you hold her work in your hands 
when you read the Missive or the bulletin.  
She does everything for everyone! 

 

Larry Myland, Music Director.  Larry has 
been with us since Adam was a little boy in 
the Garden of Eden (actually he's been for 42 
years) as organist and Director of Music.  
We are blessed by his gifts each Sunday and 
for special services. 

 

We are grateful for our entire staff.  And we 
try to remember that they are not here to do 
ministry for us, but to help equip us to do 
God's work together! 
     
 Grace and Peace, 
      
  Mark 



October 7 
Sandy Carahaly 
Laura Carisalez 
Mary Lou Cazers 
Carol Coverly 
Lee Coverly 
Judy Croasdale 
Dave Deater 
Shannan Deater 
Wendy Field 

November 4 
Deb Fisher 
Rick Foster 
Sandra Gobble 
Michelle Greve 
Sandy Hart 
Kay Hutchinson 
Karen Kendall 
Tom Kendall 
Kristen Kern-Beaver 

We rely on many members and friends to help Sundays run smoothly and be a good worship 
experience for those attending our church.  If for some reason you are not able to help on the 
day originally selected, please find a replacement or someone to trade with, and let the 
church office know.  The yearly list of volunteers can be found at www.fpcrich.com, under 
ñLiving the Faithò, then ñvolunteer scheduleò. Or call Julie for a list of names.  Thank you! 

 

September 2 
Mike Wright 
Nancy Wright 
Brian Young  
Teresa Young 
Marsha Zick 
Andy Alspach 
Sandy Barts 
Heidi Bryant 

Coffee 
 

Brundage 
Barton 
Beaver 

 
 

Dishon 
VOLUNTEER 

 
 
 
 

Hoekstra 
Mack 

 
 
 
 
Irey 
Knibloe 

 
 
 
 

Monk 
VOLUNTEER 

Greeters 
 

Willemstyn 
 
 
 
 
 

Stopher 
 
 
 
 

Tower 
 
 
 
 
 

Wieber 
 
 
 
 
 

VOLUNTEER 
 

Nursery Help 
 

Smith 
 
 
 
 
 

Stafford 
 
 
 
 

Gauthier 
 
 
 
 
 

Carisalez 
 
 
 
 
 

Lovequist 
 

Please remember that only ordained elders and deacons should serve communion. 

Teachers 

 
 
 
 

Lovequist 
Gauthier 
Jennings 

 
 
 

Smith 
Osborne 
Alspach 

 
 
 
Putt 

Lindenberg 
Jennings 

 

Ushers 
 

Alexander 
Wright 

 
 
 

Barts 
Irey 

 
 
 
 

Tower 
3 Carahalyôs 

 
 
 

Inman 
J Croasdale 
Davis 

 
 
 
 

Deater 
VOLUNTEERS 

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 

9:45 Worship - Com-
munion 

3 
 
 

4 
10:00 Connected 
Threads 
10:30 Office Staff 

5 
1:00 PW Meeting at 
WANDAôS house 
6:00 Session 

6 
12:00 Older Lunch 
Bunch at RACC 
4:00 Chancel Choir 

7 
8:00 Prayer Breakfast 
at Y Center 

8 
 

 

9 
8:30 Chancel Choir 
9:45 Worship - 2 
cents-a-meal 
11:00 Church Fest 

10 
10:30 Office Staff 
7:00 Boy Scouts 

11 
10:00 Connected 
Threads 

12 
 

13 
9:00 Bible Study 
Resumes 
6:00 Deacons 

14 15 
 
Love to you,  
Adam and Heather 

16 
8:30 Chancel Choir 
9:45 Worship 
11:00 Sunday School 
5:00 Youth Group at 
Westminster 

17 
9:00 Care Team 
10:30 Office Staff 
7:00 Boy Scouts 

18 
10:00 Connected 
Threads 

19 
7:00 Boy Scout Lead-
ers 

20 
9:00 Bible Study 

21 22 

23 
8:30 Chancel Choir 
9:45 Worship 
11:00 Sunday School 
5:00 Youth Group at 
Pine Island 

24 
10:30 Office Staff 
7:00 Boy Scouts 

25 
10:00 Connected 
Threads 
7:00 & 8:00 Menôs 
Breakfastôs 

26 
9:30 Flower Group in 
White Room 
3:00-6:00 LAST 
FARMERS MKT!! 

27 
9:00 Bible Study 

28 29 
Youth Group Lock-in 
at Kal 1st  

30 
8:30 Chancel Choir 
9:45 Worship 
11:00 Sunday School 
 

      

September 2018 



PW meets the first Wednesday of each month.  

Our next meeting is September 5th at 1:00 at Wanda Clawsonõs home.  

  EVERY WOMAN is welcome!  

PW PURPOSE:  Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit       
ourselves to nurture our faith through prayer and Bible Study, to support the mission of the church worldwide, 
to work for justice and peace and to build an inclusive, caring community of women that strengthens the Pres-
byterian Church (USA) and witnesses to the promise of Godôs Kingdom.  
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WOMENôS CHURCH BOOK CLUB 
 
ñThe Gentleman From Moscowò 
                          by Amor Towles 

 
Is our next book of discussion.  Weôll be 
meeting at the home of Diane Meitz on 
October 10th at 1:00. 
 
Anyone is very welcome to attend! 

 
155 S. Lake Doster Dr.   685-6272 

THE FALL RUMMAGE SALE IS 
COMING - OCTOBER 12 & 13 

 
Mark your calendars now.  We hope you 
will set aside a few hours that week to help 
Tuesday through Saturday, and especially 
Friday morning when the sale begins.  

We'll begin collecting items for the sale on 
Tuesday, October 9, so we'll be looking for 
workers to sort, price and enjoy great  
fellowship.   A sign up sheet will  be  
posted on the PW bulletin board soon. 

 
Proceeds from the sale support the  

PW Mission budget. 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN NEED YOU!!   
 
1) If you would like to join in the fun, but can only do evening meetings, contact Kalli Inman.  
The Sept. 5th meeting will be 1:00 at Wanda Clawsonôs home, 1507 W. Gull Lake Dr.   

 
2) Do you like to quilt, knit, or crochet? We present blankets to baptized babies and weôd love 
to share yours! Kalli has 5ò squares ready for stitching if youôd like to do partial.  Kalli - 
998-3497. 



Presbyterian Women Minutes     
August 11, 2018 
Annual Picnic 

Present: Carol, Alexia, Kristi, Julie, Faith, Jean, Joyce, Deb, Karen, Michelle, Phyllis, Diane, 
Jennifer, Barb, Carol, Marilyn, Nancy, Terry and Kalli 
 
Thank you to Barb Brundage for hosting all of us. 
 
Minutes of June 7 approved 
 
Treasurerôs Report accepted 
 
PW and its mission was discussed. 
 
Old Business 
 Stove has not yet been installed. PW has the money for the balance. After installation,  
 care and training will be turned over to Building and Grounds. Michelle volunteered to  
 help. 
 The 4th of July Pie Tent made approximately $2400 from over 130 pies. Thank you to  
 all of the bakers.   A Thanksgiving Pie Sale was suggested. 
 The number of Rummage sales was discussed. We will continue with two. 
 The overseas sewing mission needs a new coordinator. 
 
New Business 
 Wanda is doing well. 
 PW gave all the paper products needed for the Vacation Bible School meals. 
 Discussion of giving more mission money into the local area. A suggestion was made to  
 explore scholarships to foster children who have aged out of the system.  Donate to a  
 program already in place?  Check with Richland Area Community Volunteers. 
 Discussion concerning PW meeting time which is currently 1:00 p.m. the first Wednes 
 day of each month. Would attendance be better in the evening, or weekend meetings? 
 
Nomination and Election of Officers 
 Nominated:  Moderator - Kalli Inman; Vice-moderator - Alexia Taylor;  
   Treasurer - Barb Langshaw; Secretary - No one stepped forward 
 The proposed slate was voted in by acclamation.  A Secretary is still needed. If you  
 wish to be considered or to nominate someone for this important position, please call  
 PW Moderator, Kalli Inman. 
 
Next meeting is September 5, 2018 at 1:00 p.m. at Wanda Clawsonôs home. Every woman is 
invited. 
 
Questions or comments may be left in the Presbyterian Womenôs mailbox, or call one of the 
officers.  
 
The minutes of PW monthly meetings will now be appearing in the Missive. It is hoped that 
this will help in keeping us all connected. 
 
Respectfully submitted:  Terry Vantine, outgoing Secretary 
  



 
 

       FUN WITH FINANCE! 

 
 

 ñSeptember was a thirty-days long goodbye to summer,  

 to the season that left everybody both happy and weary  

 of the  warm, humid weather and the exhausting but  

 thrilling adventures.ò  

 - Lea Malot 

 

 

 

Itôs that time of year, when kids go back to school, days get shorter, nights get cooler, and Ses-

sion is é well é back in session! We had a month ñoffò from meetings, but Session members, 

committees and staff were still working hard throughout the summer on VBS, planning the new 

season of worship, music and events, hiring a new Choir Director and Financial Secretary 

(welcome, Branden and Brandy!), groundskeeping and maintenance, mission and outreach, and 

generally making sure the church continued to run smoothly. Whew! 

 

As expected based on historical experience, giving slowed a bit over the summer while operat-

ing expenses remained steady. At the close of July, year to date receipts were $154K compared 

to disbursements of $164K, leaving us with a $10K deficit going into August. This was not unex-

pected, however, it does present concerns for Session as we consider spending for the remain-

der of the year, particularly on areas like mission giving, snow removal (yes I said that word!), 

holiday event and worship planning, and other disbursements that happen closer to the end of 

the year. Session is beginning the process of budget planning for 2019, and will be prayerfully 

considering how best to manage finances in the months and year ahead. Please remember us 

in your prayers as we begin this journey. 
 

Some key Designated (non-operating) Fund balances as of the end of July are: 

Bell Tower Fund $59K 

Building Fund $41K 

Gifts and Memorials Fund $15K 

Memorial Garden Fund $13K 

 

We are planning to resume the ñFriday Finance FAQò with the beginning of the school year, so if 

you have any questions about church finance, please reach out to your Finance Committee el-

ders, Pete Knibloe and Sandy Carahaly. Thank you! 






